
TIAA CREF investments in Northrop Grumman  

$199,061,302 (as of March 31, 2010).1

What do they do?

Northrop Grumman is one of the largest weapons manufacturers in the 
world, operating out of the USA and the UK. Northrop Grumman 
specializes in military aircrafts and radar technologies, supplying the Israeli Army with parts for the Apache 

AH64D Longbow Helicopter, the radar for F-16 combat jets and 
Longbow Hellfire II missiles.

Northrop initiated a formal partnership with the government-
owned Israeli Arms Industry (IAI) in 2008 to outfit Israeli combat 
aircrafts with radar and missile firing capabilities.

Weapons and military technology provided by Northrop have been 
used to kill thousands of Palestinian civilians in the last decade 
alone. Northrop Grumman is an active enabler of other 
humanitarian crises around the world, and in the U.S. Northrop 
Grumman supplies U.S. Border Patrol with the RQ-5 Hunter 
unmanned aerial vehicle (UAV) to patrol the Arizona Border and 
terrorize civilians of Latin American descent.2  

Northrop Weaponry Used to Kill Lebanese Civilians, 1995-2006:

Israel bought $45 million worth of Hellfire II missiles in 1995 in 
preparation for the 1996 “Grapes of Wrath” operation in southern 
Lebanon. In 1995, 154 Lebanese civilians were killed, and 351 injured 
by Northrop missiles. Later, in 1999 and 2000 the IDF launched air-to-
ground missiles at civilian electrical plants in order to damage Lebanese 
civilian infrastructure.3 Death tolls surged again during the Israel-
Lebanon War in 2006. The IDF killed over 500 civilians using Northrop 
Apache helicopters. Over a dozen of the air attacks had no identifiable 
military target.4   

www.jewishvoiceforpeace.org

1 College Retirement Equities Fund , Unaudited Schedules of Investments, March 31, 2010, TIAA-CREF Funds, 
Schedules of Investments (Unaudited), March 31, 2010, TIAA-CREF Life Funds, Unaudited Schedules of 
Investments, March 31, 2010, and TIAA Separate Account VA-1, Unaudited Schedule of Investments, March 31, 
2010
2 Border Patrol Using Hunter UAVs In Arizona, http://www.encyclopedia.com/doc/1G1-125237026.html
3 No Additional U.S. Air-to-Ground Missiles to Israel,  http://www.hrw.org/en/news/2000/05/22/no-additional-us-
air-ground-missiles-israel, May 23, 2000.
4 Fatal Strikes, http://www.hrw.org/en/node/11265/section/1, August 2, 2006. 
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Sites of civilian death from Apache 
strikes in 2006 alone

http://www.jewishvoiceforpeace.org
http://www.jewishvoiceforpeace.org
http://www.tiaa-cref.org/public/pdf/reports/cref/cref_soi.pdf
http://www.tiaa-cref.org/public/pdf/reports/cref/cref_soi.pdf
http://www.tiaa-cref.org/public/pdf/reports/imf/inst_imf_soi.pdf
http://www.tiaa-cref.org/public/pdf/reports/imf/inst_imf_soi.pdf
http://www.tiaa-cref.org/public/pdf/reports/imf/inst_imf_soi.pdf
http://www.tiaa-cref.org/public/pdf/reports/imf/inst_imf_soi.pdf
http://www.tiaa-cref.org/public/pdf/reports/life/lifefunds_soi.pdf
http://www.tiaa-cref.org/public/pdf/reports/life/lifefunds_soi.pdf
http://www.tiaa-cref.org/public/pdf/reports/life/lifefunds_soi.pdf
http://www.tiaa-cref.org/public/pdf/reports/life/lifefunds_soi.pdf
http://www.tiaa-cref.org/public/pdf/reports/tiaa/va-1_soi.pdf
http://www.tiaa-cref.org/public/pdf/reports/tiaa/va-1_soi.pdf
http://www.tiaa-cref.org/public/pdf/reports/tiaa/va-1_soi.pdf
http://www.tiaa-cref.org/public/pdf/reports/tiaa/va-1_soi.pdf
http://www.encyclopedia.com/doc/1G1-125237026.html
http://www.encyclopedia.com/doc/1G1-125237026.html
http://www.hrw.org/en/news/2000/05/22/no-additional-us-air-ground-missiles-israel
http://www.hrw.org/en/news/2000/05/22/no-additional-us-air-ground-missiles-israel
http://www.hrw.org/en/news/2000/05/22/no-additional-us-air-ground-missiles-israel
http://www.hrw.org/en/news/2000/05/22/no-additional-us-air-ground-missiles-israel
http://www.hrw.org/en/node/11265/section/1
http://www.hrw.org/en/node/11265/section/1
http://www.hrw.org/en/node/11265/section/1
http://www.hrw.org/en/node/11265/section/1
http://www.hrw.org/en/node/11265/section/1
http://www.hrw.org/en/node/11265/section/1


Gaza Attack, 2008-2009:

Amnesty International has implicated Northrop Grumman in providing  "key 
equipment used by the [Israeli military] in the [December 2008 - January 2009] 
Gaza bombing campaign."5 The IDF used Northrop’s Apache helicopters and 
F-16s to launch Northrop’s Hellfire missiles. Such use of “non-precision weapons 
in densely-populated residential areas” caused death tolls to reach 1,300 in three 
weeks; 5,000 more were injured. The IDF also used Northrop Equipment to target 
homes, businesses, schools and healthcare facilities in order to further “damage 
the infrastructure in Gaza, worsening the humanitarian crisis.”6 

Flotilla Raid, 2010:

Northrop Apaches were also essential to the IDF mission “Sea Breeze.” The helicopters allowed the IDF to land 
on the Free Gaza Flotilla Ships and kill at least nine activists who sought to bring humanitarian relief to the 
besieged Gaza Strip.
The Apache helicopters are sold to Israel with U.S. tax-payer money in contravention of the U.S. Arms Export 
Control Act. This law restricts restricts the use of the equipment solely for a country’s security within its own 
borders or for direct self-defense.7 
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5 Carleton University students launch campus divestment campaign, http://electronicintifada.net/v2/
article11047.shtml, February 1, 2010.
6 Fueling the Conflict: Foreign Arms in Israel/Gaza, http://www.amnesty.org/en/library/asset/MDE15/012/2009/en/
5be86fc2-994e-4eeb-a6e8-3ddf68c28b31/mde150122009en.html, February, 2009. 
7 Israelis Flotilla Massacre: Made in USA, http://www.ips-dc.org/articles/
israels_flotilla_massacre_made_in_the_usa, June 2010. 

It took more than two 
hours till the 
ambulances could 
reach the place. The 
Apache was still flying 
over the area and 
whenever the 
ambulance came 
close, they shot at 
them. The ambulance 
could not reach the 
place until 4 hours 
later... we could not do 
anything for them, 
because the Apache 
shot at anything 
moving around. We 
saw our own people 
bleeding to death and 
we couldn’t help 
them”.

 
  -Unnamed Victim    

Attack Jan 12, 2009
Palestinian children flee from Apache firing into their 

neighborhood in 2004
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Northrop-Grumman Looks for More Political Power:

While Northrop-Grumman already holds immense lobbying power, out-spending its larger rival companies 
(Lockheed Martin and Boeing) by $25 million dollars in the past decade, CEO Wesley Bush recently announced 
that Northrop-Grumman would move its headquarters from Los Angeles to Washington D.C. by 2011. The 
increased proximity to lawmakers on Capital Hill will cement the already strong bond between US policy-makers 
and the military industry. Local peace activists have joined the Coalition to End Needless Tax Subsidies (CENTS).8 
They have been educating their communities and telling their representatives that they refuse to fund Northrop 
Grumman’s support for global militarism.

Current Divestment Campaigns Targeting Northrop Grumman

Many educational and religious institutions have initiated 
divestment from Northrop Grumman. In addition to Hampshire 
College, Evergreen College and UC Berkley’s more well publicized 
divestment campaigns, University of Michigan-Dearborn, 
University of Wisconsin-Madison and Carleton University have all 
specifically targeted Northrop Grumman in their divestment 
campaigns.9 

The Presbyterian and Methodist Churches have also cited Northrop 
Grumman as a company aiding “human rights violations” and a 
central target for divestment. Indeed, Northrop Grumman has been 
in the ‘divest’ list of the Divestment Task Force of the New England 
Conference of the United Methodist Church both in its 2007 report 
and 2010 update.10

Where is Northrop Grumman?

• Company headquarters:
1840 Century Park East
Los Angeles, California 90067-2199
(310) 553-6262 

• Northrop Grumman Corporate Government Relations
1000 Wilson Boulevard
Arlington, Virginia 22209-2278
(703) 875-8400 

"The Apache is not just 
equipment. For Palestinians it’s a 
symbol of indiscriminate military 
violence. From a young age, 
every Palestinian child learns to 
distinguish the Apache’s sound 
and associate it with 
assassinations, destruction and 
blood in the street."

 - Shawan Jabarin,
Director of the Palestinian

human rights group al-Haq

Northrop Grumman

www.jewishvoiceforpeace.org

8 Citizens take on DC Government over Tax Giveaways to Defense Contractor Northrop Grumman, http://
www.commondreams.org/view/2010/03/12-8, March 12, 2010.
9 Carleton Students Against Apartheid, http://carleton.saia.ca/pension-divestment-campaign. Dearborn student 
government pushes 'U' to divest funds from Israel, http://www.michigandaily.com/content/dearborn-resolution-
calls-investigation-university-endowment-investments. UWisc Divestment, http://alawda.rso.wisc.edu/. 
10 Full Divestment Task Force Report. Divestment Task Force. New England Conference of the United Methodist 
Church. You can find both reports here: http://www.neumc.org/pages/detail/375  
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National Work Force Centers

• Northrop Grumman Corporate 
Headquarters in UK
16 Charles II Street
London SW1Y 4QU
Tel: +44(0)2079-304-173
Fax: +44(0)2079-307-418

• Annual Shareholder Meetings:
Third Week in May 
1 Space Park Blvd
Redondo Beach, CA 90278
310-812-4321

Additional resources 
WhoProfits.org
United Methodist Church Divestment Task Force
Global BDS Movement
Palestine Solidarity Committee - Seattle
Carleton University Students Against Apartheid
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